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FOLLOWING EXCHANGES TOOK PLACE AT SECRETARY'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE, 7/29/77 

Q: WHAT IS THE OUTLOOK FOR A NEW TREATY ON THE PANAMA 
CANAL? YOU JUST ATTENDED A MEETING AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
AND I D LIKE TO KNOW. 

SECRETARY VANCE: YES. I ATTENDED A MEETING THIS MORNING 
WITH THE PRESIDENT AND OTHERS AND WITH TWO OF THE NEGO- 
TIATORS FROM PANAMA, AS WELL AS THE PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR. 

AT THAT MEETING THE PRESIDENT INDICATED HIS PLEASURE AT 
THE PROGRESS WHICH HAS BEEN MADE TO DATE ON THE NEGOTIATION 
OF A CANAL TREATY. 

THERE REMAIN SOME ISSUES BETWEEN US. THERE IS A 
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DIFFICULT ISSUE OF AN ECONOMIC NATURE, WHICH IS PROBABLY 
THE MOST COMPLICATED AND DIFFICULT OF THOSE THAT REMAIN. 

THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THESE ISSUES COULD 
BE RESOLVED PROMPTLY AND THAT WE COULD LOOK FORWARD TO A 

COMPLETION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THE 
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PANAMANIANS RESPONDED THAT THEY SHARED THOSE HOPES AND 
TOOK BACK WITH THEM A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT TO 
PRESIDENT TORRIJOS. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, TO PURSUE THAT PARTICULAR POINT? 

SECRETARY VANCE: YES. 

Q: IN A PRACTICAL WAY, THERE COMES A TIME IN THE FALL OR 
WINTER WHEN IT'S NO LONGER FEASIBLE TO TRY TO GET A 
PANAMA CANAL TREATY THROUGH THE CONGRESS WITH AN ELECTION 
YEAR COMING UP. DO YOU HAVE ANY NOTION OF WHAT THAT DEAD- 
LINE MIGHT BE? IN OTHER WORDS, HOW SOON MUST YOU HAVE A 
TREATY IN ORDER FOR ITS PROSPECTS TO BE REASONABLE IN 
THE PENDING POLITICAL SEASON? 

SECRETARY VANCE: I DON'T THINK THAT WE CAN SET AT THIS 
POINT A DATE WHICH WOULD BE THE DATE ON WHICH WE THINK 
IT WOULD NO LONGER BE FEASIBLE TO TRY AND PUSH FORWARD 
IN A GIVEN YEAR A CANAL TREATY. I THINK IT REMAINS TO 
BE SEEN WHEN A CANAL TREATY CAN BE AGREED TO, AND THEN 
WE'LL HAVE TO ADOPT OUR LEGISLATIVE STRATEGY WHEN WE 
SEE THAT FACT OCCUR. . . . 

Q: ON ANOTHER TOPIC, WHAT’S THE STATUS OF U.S.-CUBAN 
TALKS AT THIS POINT? 
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SECRETARY VANCE: ON THE STATUS OF U.S.-CUBAN TALKS - OR 
U.S.-CUBAN RELATIONS, LET ME BROADEN IT - OUR SO-CALLED 
INTERESTS SECTION, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SMALL NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE IN THE EMBASSY OF ANOTHER COUNTRY IN HAVANA AND 
THEY LIKEWISE DOING THE SAME THING IN THE UNITED STATES, 
WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE 1ST OF SEPTEMBER. I AM GLAD THAT 
THAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN BECAUSE I THINK THAT WILL FACILI- 
TATE THE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THE CUBANS, 
AND PARTICULARLY WITH SUCH THINGS AS THE SEIZURES OF 
VESSELS, WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE RECENTLY. THERE HAVE BEEN 
SEIZURES OF ABOUT FIVE SHIPS - SIX SHIPS, I RELIEVE IT 
IS - ONE OF WHICH IS STILL BEING HELD BY THE CUBANS. 

IT IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH THESE 

KINDS OF PROBLEMS THROUGH THIRD COUNTRIES THAN DEALING 

DIRECTLY WITH THEM. WE HAVE PROTESTED THESE SEIZURES, 

AND I WILL FEEL MUCH HAPPIER ABOUT THE SITUATION WHEN WE 
HAVE OUR OWN PEOPLE THERE WHO CAN TALK FACE TO FACE ON 
THESE KINDS OF ISSUES. 

ON OTHER ISSUES, WE HAVE NOT HAD ANY FURTHER DIS- 
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CUSSIONS SINCE THE LAST TIME THAT I HAD A PRESS CONFERENCE. 


Q: MR. SECRETARY? 

SECRETARY VANCE: YES, MR. TALBOTT. 

Q: AMBASSADOR YOUNG IS GOING TO BE LEAVING, WHEN YOU'RE 
STILL AWAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, FOR A TRIP TO THE CARIB- 
BEAN AND SOME CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES; AND HE'S BEEN 
WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE DEPARTMENT, OF COURSE, IN PRE- 
PARING THAT. I WONDER IF YOU'D TELL US FROM YOUR VANTAGE 
POINT WHAT THE PURPOSE OF THAT MISSION IS. 
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SECRETARY VANCE: YES. ANDY IS GOING TO THE CARIBBEAN TO 
DO TWO OR THREE THINGS. 

ONE, HE IS GOING TO DISCUSS WITH THE VARIOUS COUN- 
TRIES THERE AND SOME OF THE COUNTRIES ON THE MAINLAND OF 
SOUTH AMERICA ISSUES WHICH WILL BE COMING UP BEFORE TE HE 
UNITED NATIONS IN WHAT IS GOING TO BE, I BELIEVE, A VERY 
IMPORTANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN THE FALL. 

IN ADDITION TO THAT, HE IS GOING TO BE DISCUSSING A 
NUMBER OF IMPORTANT AND DIFFICULT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
WHICH IX EXIST IN THE CARIBBEAN. THESE ARE PROBLEMS 
WHICH WE HAVE BEEN WORKING ON FOR A NUMBER OF MONTHS BUT 
WHICH REQUIRE A GREAT DEAL MORE WORK. THERE ARE DEEP- 
ROOTED PROBLEMS OF A VERY COMPLICATED NATURE, AND I HOPE 
THAT HIS CONVERSATIONS WILL BE ABLE TO ADD TO AND SUPPLE- 
MENT THE WORK WHICH IS ALREADY UNDER WAY IN THAT AREA. 

THIRDLY, I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT FOR US TO DEMONSTRATE 
THE IMPORTANCE WHICH WE ATTACH TO OUR NEIGHBORS IN THE 
CARIBBEAN. ANDY KNOWS A NUMBER OF THE LEADERS IN THOSE 
COUNTRIES; AND I THINK IT S IMPORTANT THAT HE GO THERE, 

MEET WITH THEM, AND DEOMNSTRATE THE INTEREST AND CONCERN 

THAT WE HAVE WITH THEM AND WITH THEIR INDIVIDUAL VIEWS 

AS WELL AS SOME OF THE REGIONAL PROBLEMS WHICH EXIST... CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, CANALS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Aug-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 79994 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GEBROWN:MJ 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770275-0849 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977081 09/aaaadpcf. tel 

Line Count: 162 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b7fd2150-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1428397 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECRETARYYS PRESS CONFERENCE (7/29/77) - PANAMA, CUBA AND YOUNG TRIP FOLLOWING EXCHANGES TOOK PLACE AT 
SECRETARYVS PRES 

TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, OVIP, EWWT, US, XM, PN, CU, (YOUNG, ANDREW), (VANCE, CYRUS R) 

To: ALL POSTS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b7fd21 50-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



